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Rise Up!!! 
Living Beyond Covid 

 

Brothers and sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about 
the things behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. The goal I pursue is the 
prize of God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.         - Philippians 3:13-14 
 

Last summer we were introduced to the theme “Living Beyond Covid” with three overlapping movements: “Let Go;” 
“Trust God,” and “Rise Up!” Pastor Matt helped us see that this meant leaning into God’s love and mission now,  
without waiting for the pandemic to recede. All three movements are a lifelong gift and struggle, but each is worthy of 
intentional and intense focus. During Lent we explored several ways that Jesus helps us let go of whatever hinders our 
living into the embrace of God’s grace. In Holy Week we looked to Jesus as our example, inspiration and companion in 
trusting God in uncertain and difficult days. And now, beginning with Easter we will look to the third movement - ”Rise 
Up!” Each of the Sundays of Easter we will ponder the appointed Psalm and Gospel readings asking to be inspired, 
guided and empowered by the Risen Christ. 
 

Rise Up in Praise -  Second Sunday of Easter, April 24  
Psalm 150 and John 20:19-31 

Let every living thing praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  - Psalm 150:6 
 

Rise Up in Joy  -  Third Sunday of Easter, May 1 
 Psalm 30 and John 21:1-19 

You changed my mourning into dancing. 
    You took off my funeral clothes and dressed me up in joy.  - Psalm 30:11 
 

Rise Up Restored -   Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 8  
Psalm 23 and John 10::22-30  

He restores my soul. -  Psalm 23:3 
 

Rise Up in Love (Pastor John Schleicher) - Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 15 
      Psalm 148 and John 13:31-35 

Just as I have loved you, so you also must love each other.   - John 13:34b 
 

Rise Up in Shalom   - Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 22 
 Psalm 67 and John 14:23-29 

My peace I give you.- John 14:27b 
 

Rise Up as One - Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 29 
        Psalm 97 and John 17:20-26 
 I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. - John 17::21a 
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Visit our website at:  

www.bethlutheran.org 

Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
God’s purpose for our church, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to share with all people God’s word, love and saving grace. 

We will pursue this purpose by: 

1. Being a Christ-centered, joyful community of baptized believers who gather regularly for worship, the Lord’s Supper, study and prayer. 

2. Inviting, accepting, and supporting all people as we build attentive, respectful relationships. 

3. Taking action and risks with bold faith, acknowledging our imperfection, while trusting in Christ. 

4. Actively engaging in community outreach near and far. 

5. Being faithful stewards of our time, talents, possessions and all of God’s creation. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Adopted January 29, 2017 

 
Worship Schedule 

 
   8:30 -  Sunday School Zoom 

10:00 -  Worship - Holy Comm. 
               Sanctuary - in person 

  And LIVE Streaming on     
  YouTube and on Facebook at 

BELC Worship Group 
 

Assisting Ministers 
 

May   1 - Don Telles 
May   8 - Nancy Holderread 
May 15 - Crystal Collins 
May 22 - Susan Mahoney 
May 29 - Bob Meeker 

Children’s Sermons 
 
May   1 - Cindy Marsh 
May   8 - Pastor John Burow 
May 15 - Pastor John Burow 
May 22 - Cindy Marsh 
May 29 - Paster John Burow 

Guess Who Is Turning 100?! 
 

We are, and we look good for our age! 
In September of 2024 we will be celebrating the 100th year anniversary  
of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church. What a wonderful  
milestone! And one that will certainly warrant a special event.  
 

Do you have some ideas about how we can mark this anniversary?  
I know you do, and I hope you will pick up the phone and give me, 
Debbie Simmons, a call at 517-927-5368 or email me at 
0818dis@gmail.com to let me know that you would like to be on the 
planning committee. A committee of at least five would be great for 
planning. We will also have the help of the Council, Boards, and the  
congregation to pull off a spectacular event! In other words, you won’t 
have to do all the work yourself! Hope to hear from YOU and get a 
jump on making this an event to remember! 

mailto:0818dis@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
Dear Bethlehem Family: 
 
I do hope that you enjoyed your Easter celebrations with friends and family. I missed you all as I was with my 
sister in South Carolina.  
 

As we move into May, it brings us to the time that we need to think about our Annual Congregational  
Meeting. Your Congregation Council has set the date for this very important meeting for June 5th. It will be 
held right after the 10:00 a.m. worship service. More details will follow regarding whether we’ll have a Zoom 

option, etc.  
 
Let’s talk about one of the major topics that will be covered at this meeting. Yes, annual reports will be  

submitted by all of the Boards, and we will hear about BELC’s finances and the state of Bethlehem. However, 
we need to start thinking, now, about the state of our Boards. Covid-19 kept us apart for two years. Due to the 
unprecedented situation, your BELC elected leaders did the best they could, given the circumstances. Our 

building was closed, we longed to be together, some rules had to be rethought to keep things running…and run 
we did! Pastor Matt’s dedication to producing our worship service, musicians who creatively found a way to 
record music and amazing volunteers who mixed these recording to meld them into pieces of music that, I 

know, meant so much to us all, was awesome. But the number of volunteers needed to run our Boards  
gradually dwindled to below minimum requirements.  
 

BELC has seven boards. Per our constitution, each board consists of five members. The boards are: Buildings 
& Grounds, Outreach Ministries, Congregational Care, Stewardship & Finance, Congregational Life &  
Activities, Worship Life and Education. There are a multitude of open seats; seats that need to be filled.  
They are: 

 
• Board of Outreach Ministries – 2 open seats 
• Board of Congregational Care – 3 open seats 

• Board of Stewardship & Finance – 2 open seats 
• Board of Congregational Life & Activities – 4 open seats 
• Board of Education – 2 open seats 

 
The Boards of Congregational Care and Congregational Life & Activities are technically unable to conduct the 
business that they are charged with because they lack the members to do so.  

 
Would you please prayerfully consider volunteering for a two-year term on one of these boards? This is a time 
of rebirth; Easter’s open grave and the resurrection of our Lord, Mother Earth bursting with flowers and 

blooms and Bethlehem Lutheran Church’s (once again) open doors.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me via email:  heavyjack1@protonmail.com or my cell:  

517-977-5364. Thank you. 

 
Peace. 
Laurey 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS and with your cards and visits: 
Shelby Waters in The Willows at Okemos 
John Nelson in Grandhaven Living Center-Senior Care in Lansing 
Rhoda Hunter in Prestige Way in Holt 
 

Those at home: Mary Ann Allen, Virginia Bauman, Tosha Brisbo  
Crystal Collins, Doug Griffin, Emma Hicks, Amy Hunter  
Marilyn Bass-Huyser, Nancy Jackson, Marilyn Kostrzewski 
Kurt Kollmeyer, Don Olson, Michael Mahoney, Linda McClellan 
Yvonne Nelson, Tharin Palmer, John Ransom, Gloria Robbins, Carol Roush 
Connie Scott, Audrey Skidmore, Peggy Teter, Emily Viele, Cheryl VanPatten 
Matthew White 
 

If you know of a member you would like us to include on this list or remove 
from this list, please call the church office. 
 

 

SEMINARY STUDENT Jason Mills, from BELC, is studying at Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

MISSION PARTNERS Pray for the people and ministry at Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. Pray for the Baker Neighborhood Partners and 
Officer Sam Kandel, LPD Community Police Officer and other first 
responders. 

Prayer Corner  
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Chris Browne – U.S. Air Force           
Darian Doan – U.S. Army 
Andrew Devine – U.S. Nat’l  Guard           
Carson Kosloski – U.S. Marines       
Joshua Kosloski – U.S. Army         
Rusty Landry – U.S. Air Nat’l  Guard            

Christopher Morgan – U.S. Marines 
Ben Painter – U.S. Air Force        
Ryan Schiffner – U.S. Air Force 
 

PRAY for those who are on active duty in the United States Military Services: 

Please Note: Hospitals do not notify churches when a member has been hospitalized; even if 
you inform them at registration of your church membership. If you would like a visit from the 
pastor, please call the church office at 482-3225 or call Pastor John directly at 517-614-4559. 

THIS YEAR’S 
GRADUATES 

______________________________________________ 
 

Our graduates will be recognized at the  

10:00 service of worship on Sunday, June 12, 2022. 

Names of graduates connected with Bethlehem  

and the schools and colleges from which they are  

graduating should be given to the church  

by Wednesday, June 1, 2022. 

Thank you! 



Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church Women 
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Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

     All women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church are members 
of the Women of the ELCA and are invited and encouraged 
to participate in all activities listed in the newsletters, 
bulletins, flyers or on the bulletin boards. 

THANKOFFERINGS 
 
Gratitude glorifies God. This alone would be 
reason to give thanks (Thankoffering) to God. Our  
gratitude glorifies God as we exalt not the gifts, but the 
Giver. Gratitude helps us realize, that all we have, 
comes, not because of us, but from God. 

NEWS FROM YOUR BELCW BOARD 
 

The Board met on April 4 via Zoom. Our two topics of discussion were the Rummage Sale and the number of 
General Meetings.   
 

Our constitution states we are to have 4 General Meetings in a calendar year. Since we can not have one at the 
women's retreat this year we will only be having 3. The Executive Director of the WELCA gave all board  
permission to not have all the gatherings, due to the Covid pandemic. The board voted and passed a  
motion to only have 3 General Meetings this year, one at our August Project day and the two General  
Meetings in September and December. 
 

The Rummage Sale Team volunteers have been notified and have met on Monday, April 11. It was a brain 
storming session to see what ideas there were about changing/improving how our sale is run. This meeting was 
led by Kelly Carpenter. The participants for this meeting were Candy Barnes, Peggy Teter, Sue Leimenstoll, 
Joanna Alvera, Laura Halbakken and Sandy Rollis. Many things having to do with the sale were discussed, but 
one thing that was agreed upon is we will have to have help working the sale from the members of the church. 
Without this commitment the sale will not take place. More info will be coming through the Circles or contact 
any of the participants from the meeting. 
 

Hoping all of you had a peaceful and beautiful Easter. 
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Here, you will find a list of the scripture readings that are part of the Daily Lectionary 
which move us from one Sunday to the next. You can also find these readings on our 
“Taking Faith Home” sheets we distribute after worship. They are also posted daily on our 
Facebook page. We encourage you to read your Bible every day as you live out your life 
of discipleship.                                     
                                                                                                         <>< Pastor Matt 

 

01    John 21:1-19 

02     Acts 9:1-20 

03   Revelation 5:11-14 

04    John 1:29-34 

05   Revelation 4:6-11 

06   Isaiah 53:1-12 

07    Psalm 30 

08   John 10:22-30 

09   Acts 9:36-43 

10   Revelation 7:9-17 

11   Hebrews 13:20-22 

12   Isaiah 40:6-11 

13   1 Peter 5:1-7 

14    Psalm 23 

15  John 13:31-35 

16   Acts 11:1-8 

17   Revelation 21:1-6 

18    James 1:2-16 

19     Isaiah 55:6-13 

20   Proverbs 3:5-8 

21    Psalm 48 

22     John 14:23-29 

23    Acts 16:9-15 

24  Rev. 21:10-22:5 

25   Proverbs 3:5-6 

26   Acts 1:1-11 

27   Numbers 6:22-27 

28   Psalm 67 

29 John 17:20-26 

30 Acts 16:16-34 

31 Revelation 22:12-21 

Keitha Snider May   3 
Bob Meeker May   4 
Carolyn Kosloski May   5 
Ken Teter May   6 
Joyce Rothenberger May   8 
Connie Scott May 10 
Nancy Pickford May 12 
Keith Ferguson May 15 
Joanne Dyer May 17 
Linda Butts May 18 
Karen Jackson-Cote May 18 
Wendy Lamphier May 18 
John Nelson May 25 
Don Telles May 25 
Sally Davison May 26 
James Gaus May 27 
Diane Miller May 27 
Julie Clark May 29 
Dorothy VanConant May 30 

Each year our birthday list of 
members 62 and over is 
updated from the church 
records. If for some reason 
you do not wish to have your 
name appear in the newsletter 
or if you see someone we 
have missed, please call the 
church office. 
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Guaranteeing the Right to Vote 
 

“[It is] resolved, that members, congregations, and synods of this church be encouraged to 
“promote public life worthy of the name” by speaking out as an advocate and engaging in  
local efforts such as voter registration and supporting legislation to guarantee the right to vote 
to all citizens …” 

Social Policy Resolution “Voting Rights to All Citizens” adopted Aug. 2013 
 

The ELCA has long held that our Christian values of equity and fairness; of protecting the most  
vulnerable and marginalized have much to contribute in the “public square.” One of the issues that in recent 
years has generated considerable controversy is access to voting and the conduct of elections. You are urged 
to become aware of the ways this issue is being addressed; to wade through the claims and counter claims, 
and to respond in ways that align with God’s character and values.  
 

In Michigan there are two competing petition drives, “Promote the Vote” and “Secure the Vote.” One seems 
to be an effort to preserve the relative ease with which voters can access absentee ballots, drop boxes, early 
voting hours and keeps running and certifying elections in the hands of non-partisan public servants. The  
other seems to be an effort to close possible openings to fraudulent votes by strengthening Voter ID  
requirements; not allowing town/city clerks to send out unsolicited absentee ballot applications, and  
prohibiting clerks from accepting private grants to assist in running elections. This somewhat polarized issue 
is an opportunity to prayerfully ponder how best to strengthen our democracy and to respond to God’s will 
as seen in Mary’s vision: 

 

He has shown strength with his arm. 
    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 
    He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 
        and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty-handed.  - Luke 1:51-53 

 ~ Pastor Matt 

The Bethlehem Altar Guild will again be ordering Red Geraniums for  
Pentecost Sunday on June 5th.  

Please watch the Sunday Bulletin for updated information  
on pricing and sign-up sheets. Orders will need to be received by May 23rd. 
Once the information is available, you can email or mail order requests to  

Kris Burow at email: 2bakrisjohn@gmail.com  
 mail:  13155 Starwood Lane, Dewitt, MI 48820 
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The Ascension of Our Lord 
 

I have this fantasy of restoring Ascension Day to its rightful place as a major Festival of the Church Year. The 
Service could begin outside with joyful music, kite flying, blowing bubbles and contemporary dance with lots 
of lifts. 
 

In the sanctuary more music, helium filled balloons; the Eucharist, of course, followed by a meal of chicken 
wings, angel food cake, ambrosia salad and on this special occasion, Blue Heron wine or even Grey Goose 
Vodka. 
 

Why all the fanfare in my fantasy? Is the Ascension of Jesus worth such joyous fuss and an over the top  
celebration? Looking at three Ascension passages: Matthew 28:16-20; Luke 24:50-53, and Acts 1:1-11 we 
find these fantastic gifts/promises: 
 

• We are sent, authorized, empowered for Gospel witness and work on a local and global scale 

• Christ will return in glory 

• We will be with Jesus forever and ever 

• We will be given the Holy Spirit 

• The promises and tasks are even for those who are hesitant (Matthew 24:17) 

• Jesus is with us always – moment to moment to moment 

• Our proper response is joyous worship and praise (Luke 24:52-53) 

Well in reality there is no worship planned for May 19th this year, but perhaps my fantasy might prompt you to 
mark this day with a brief prayerful reading of the three passages mentioned above; blowing a few bubbles and 
an order of chicken wings.                                 
                                                                                                                                               ~ Pastor John Burow 
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