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Sabbatical 
 

     The goal of my twice-postponed sabbatical, April 18-July 11, is revitalization and renewal for the congregation and 
for your pastor. My three areas of focus are Prayer, Health and Wellness, and Congregational Revitalization. The  
Scripture guiding this sabbatical is, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:9-10). 
 

     Prayer: My objectives here are to deepen my own experience of the Holy Spirit in prayer and encourage congregation 
members in your own lives of prayer. My current practice includes 20 minutes of Centering Prayer after prayerfully 
reading Scripture each morning, followed by journaling. My goal is to add 20 minutes of Centering Prayer in the  
evenings each day with additional time for journaling. I will also explore some form of Contemplative Prayer with a 
Spiritual Director and during a six-day, silent, guided retreat, with the intent of bringing these practices back to the  
congregation. On Palm Sunday, as we begin Christ’s Passion, I am asking the congregation to lift this entire project up in 
prayer. I will review each area of my sabbatical and challenge you all to focus on your own prayer life and health and 
wellness. I will also explore the Meta-verse on sabbatical, using Horizon Worlds and Altspace VR to find virtual prayer 
settings for contemplative prayer when weather will not permit me to be outdoors.  
 

     Health and Wellness: My objectives here are to focus on my own health and make it as much a priority as my daily 
prayer practice. In focusing on my health, I want to model this for you all and encourage you to focus on your own 
health.  I will be engaging in some form of physical activity every day. I will be riding the bike that I purchased for my 
sabbatical more than two years ago on days when weather permits. On days that I am not able to enjoy time on my bike 
because of the weather, I have downloaded several fitness apps to my Oculus VR headset that I will use. I have found 
that these provide a real workout. Using the headset, I will also meet up virtually with friends from the real world, 
strengthening those relationships and improving my overall sense of wellbeing. 
 

     Congregational Revitalization: My objectives here are to return from sabbatical with a plan for Bethlehem to create 
our own pathway through a Congregational Revitalization Checklist. This will be developed in the videos, reading, and 
online interactions with other church leaders through Church Answers’ Congregational Revitalization Certification. The 
course will begin with identifying the need for revitalization for congregations. Then we will focus on the three 
“Knows” of revitalization, knowing yourself, your church, and your community. This leads into beginning to create a 
checklist for revitalization by exploring the ‘7 P's’ which are: 
 

• Priorities: What's most urgent? 
• Pace: How fast can the church move? 
• Perspectives: How do you manage expectations? 
• People: What is the capacity to move forward? 
• Place: What are the issues with the context and facilities? 
• Purpose: How can the church move outwardly? and 
• Pathway: What is the realistic next step? 

 
 

I will also contact and interview pastoral leaders of communities expressing vitality. These interviews may prompt visits 
to various congregations. I will be visiting area churches that, from an attendance standpoint, appear to be outwardly 
thriving. I will also visit and experience ‘VR Church’ an actual worshipping community in Altspace VR. These  
interviews and visits will be summarized in my report to the congregation, bishop, and synod staff. I will specifically be 
paying attention to the Priorities of these congregations and worshipping communities as well as how they express their 
Purpose in terms of Outreach and connection with the communities they accompany.  
 

     In my absence, you will be led in mission and ministry by the more-than-capable hands of Pastor John Burow. He can 
be reached though the church office or directly at 517-614-4559. I will only be contacted by Pastor John if there is a 
death in the congregation, but you will be included in my prayers every day.  
 

God’s Peace and Love, 
Pastor Matt 
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Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
God’s purpose for our church, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to share with all people God’s word, love and saving grace. 

We will pursue this purpose by: 

1. Being a Christ-centered, joyful community of baptized believers who gather regularly for worship, the Lord’s Supper, study and prayer. 

2. Inviting, accepting, and supporting all people as we build attentive, respectful relationships. 

3. Taking action and risks with bold faith, acknowledging our imperfection, while trusting in Christ. 

4. Actively engaging in community outreach near and far. 

5. Being faithful stewards of our time, talents, possessions and all of God’s creation. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Adopted January 29, 2017 

 
Worship Schedule 

 
   8:30 -  Sunday School Zoom 

10:00 -  Worship - Holy Comm. 
               Sanctuary - in person 

  And LIVE Streaming on     
  YouTube and on Facebook at 

BELC Worship Group 
 

Assisting Ministers 
 

April   3 - Don Telles 
April 10 - Susan Mahoney 
April 17 - Nancy Holderread  
April 24 - Bob Meeker 

Children’s Sermons 
 
April   3 - Pastor Matt Smith 
April 10 - Pastor Matt Smith 
April 17 - Pastor Matt Smith 
April 24 - Pastor John Burow 

Guess Who Is Turning 100?! 
 

We are, and we look good for our age! 
In September of 2024 we will be celebrating the 100th year anniversary  
of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church. What a wonderful  
milestone! And one that will certainly warrant a special event.  
 

Do you have some ideas about how we can mark this anniversary? I 
know you do, and I hope you will pick up the phone and give me, 
Debbie Simmons, a call at 517-927-5368 or email me at 
0818dis@gmail.com to let me know that you would like to be on the 
planning committee. A committee of at least five would be great for 
planning. We will also have the help of the Council, Boards, and the  
congregation to pull off a spectacular event! In other words, you won’t 
have to do all the work yourself! Hope to hear from YOU and get a jump 
on making this an event to remember! 

mailto:0818dis@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
Maybe Today! 

 
     During the week before his crucifixion, Jesus talked about the End of the Age (Matthew 24). He indicated 
what some of the signs of the end will be, and he described what his return will be like. What he did not tell 
us, though, is exactly when these things will happen. In fact, Jesus said, “…the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.”  That is why, he emphasized, “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24:44).  
    
  How would you spend your last day if you knew when it was? What would be most important to you? What 
would you do to “be ready”? Jesus’ point is that we should spend each day as if it is the last. He told us that 
the “faithful and wise servant” is the one “whom his master has set over his household, to give them their 
food at the proper time. Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes” (Matthew 
24:45). In this parable, Jesus is the master, and we are his servants. Whom is Jesus placing under our care? 
      
What are those responsibilities that our Master has given us? Are they not all summed up in the Great  
Commandments to love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and our neighbors as  
ourselves? And are we not to be baptizing and teaching the faith to all the world? Surely these are the tasks 
our Lord has given us along with his promise to go with us, to provide for us all the gifts we need to carry out 
his mission, to empower us to do his will, and to forgive and renew us when we fail and get discouraged. 
    
  Did you wake up this morning and look out your window and say, “Maybe today!”? For the Christian, this 
hope brings joy and urgency – joy that Heaven is near and urgency that we want everyone to be there. Let us, 
then, live every day imagining that this is the day of Christ’s coming. Let us not get discouraged as we go 
about the business of the Kingdom, keeping in mind the unbelievable prize God has in store for faithful  
stewards.  
     
    Even though we do not know the time of Jesus’ return, we “must be ready” for his coming. Beware of any 
teacher who claims to know when Jesus will come again. What we can do is stay steadfast in our faith and to 
feed and take care of the people whom God has placed under our care. How blessed we are that God wants to 
use our hands, feet, and mouth to help and minister to others! 

Rev. Jim Antal is the author of the book Climate Church, Climate World. He is a public theologian,  
award-winning activist, and national spokesperson on climate change for the United Church of 
Christ. This event is free to the public. Due to Covid-19, lunch will NOT be served. There will be an 
hour break for lunch. You may bring your lunch or get lunch at one of the area restaurants.  
 

For more information, call Pastor Ellen Schoepf at:  517-974-5570.  
Or to register go to: https://bit.ly/HolleSpeakerSeries 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS and with your cards and visits: 
Shelby Waters in The Willows at Okemos 
John Nelson in Grandhaven Living Center-Senior Care in Lansing 
Rhoda Hunter in Prestige Way in Holt 
 

Those at home: Mary Ann Allen, Virginia Bauman, Mary Brenke 
Tosha Brisbo, Crystal Collins, Doug Griffin, Emma Hicks 
Amy Hunter, Marilyn Bass-Huyser, Nancy Jackson, Marilyn Kostrzewski 
Kurt Kollmeyer, Don Olson, Michael Mahoney, Linda McClellan 
Yvonne Nelson, Tharin Palmer, Gloria Robbins, Carol Roush, Connie Scott 
Audrey Skidmore, Emily Viele, Cheryl VanPatten, Matthew White 
 

If you know of a member you would like us to include on this list or remove 
from this list, please call the church office. 
 

 

SEMINARY STUDENT Jason Mills, from BELC, is studying at Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

MISSION PARTNERS Pray for the people and ministry at Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. Pray for the Baker Neighborhood Partners and 
Officer Sam Kandel, LPD Community Police Officer and other first 
responders. 

Prayer Corner  
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Chris Browne – U.S. Air Force           
Darian Doan – U.S. Army 
Andrew Devine – U.S. Nat’l  Guard           
Carson Kosloski – U.S. Marines       
Joshua Kosloski – U.S. Army         
Rusty Landry – U.S. Air Nat’l  Guard            

Christopher Morgan – U.S. Marines 
Ben Painter – U.S. Air Force        
Ryan Schiffner – U.S. Air Force 
 

PRAY for those who are on active duty in the United States Military Services: 

Please Note: Hospitals do not notify churches when a member has been hospitalized; even if 
you inform them at registration of your church membership. If you would like a visit from the 
pastor, please call the church office at 482-3225 or call Pastor Matt directly at 881-9890. 

 JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday -             April 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday -    April 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday -              April 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Easter Prayer Vigil -   April 16, TBD 

Easter Sunday -           April 17 at 10:00 a.m. 



Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church Women 
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Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

     All women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church are members 
of the Women of the ELCA and are invited and encouraged 
to participate in all activities listed in the newsletters, 
bulletins, flyers or on the bulletin boards. 

THANKOFFERINGS 
 

When you add money to your Thankoffering jar/box  
you are responding to God’s goodness and graciousness. 

 
Think of all the wonderful things to be thankful for.  

 
Spring is here and gives us many reasons to be thankful. 

Life being renewed! God’s beautiful nature.  
Watching the trees get green and the flowers growing.  

 
Giving thanks will make you happier. 

 
KEEP THANKING GOD FOR ALL HE HAS DONE FOR YOU. 
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Here, you will find a list of the scripture readings that are part of the Daily Lectionary 
which move us from one Sunday to the next. You can also find these readings on our 
“Taking Faith Home” sheets we distribute after worship. They are also posted daily on our 
Facebook page. We encourage you to read your Bible every day as you live out your life 
of discipleship.                                     
                                                                                                         <>< Pastor Matt 

 

01    Luke 15:3-7 

02     Psalm 32 

03   John 12:1-8 

04    Isaiah 43:16-21 

05   Philippians 3:4-14 

06   1 Corinth. 1:18-25 

07    Romans 6:1-14 

08   1 Peter 1:17-25 

09   Psalm 126 

10   Luke 19:28-40 

11   Isaiah 50:4-9 

12   Philippians 2:5-11 

13   Luke 22:1-6 

14    Luke 22:7-38 

15  Luke 22:47-23:49 

16   Psalm 31:9-16 

17   John 20:1-18 

18    Luke 24:1-12 

19     Acts 10:34-43 

20   1 Corinth. 15:19-26 

21    Ezekiel 36:24-36 

22     Romans 12:1-8 

23    Psalm 118:1-24 

24  John 20:19-31 

25   Acts 5:27-32 

26   Revelation 1:4-8 

27   1 Peter 1:4-8 

28   Hebrews 11:1-22 

29 Hebrews 11:23-40 

30 Psalm 150 

 

Each year our birthday list of 
members 62 and over is 
updated from the church 
records. If for some reason 
you do not wish to have your 
name appear in the newsletter 
or if you see someone we 
have missed, please call the 
church office. 

 
 
 
 

 
To date Bethlehem has given $6,529 to the Lansing SAVE accounts of children in our  
congregation and the Baker Neighborhood who are students in the Lansing School District. 
The average amount on deposit per account district-wide is $12.82. The average per account 
for the 242 students in the Baker Neighborhood is $62.70. This is in no small part due to the 
generosity of Bethlehem members, giving contributions on 5th Sundays. Your offerings then 
encourage students and families to make deposits of their own. Thank you! 
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THIS YEAR’S 
GRADUATES 

______________________________________________ 
 

Our graduates will be recognized at the 10:00 

service of worship on Sunday, June 12, 2022. 

Names of graduates connected with Bethlehem  

and the schools and colleges from which they 

are graduating should be given to the church  

by Wednesday, June 1, 2022. 

Thank you! 

LYONS SCHOOL LOVES CLOTHES FROM BELC!!! 
 

On January 6, Betty Strother and I delivered socks and winter outerwear to Lyons Elementary School as 
part of Bethlehem’s newest way to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors.  
 

Thanks to items donated by our members and a monetary contribution from the BELC Endowment Fund,  
we were able to give them: 

81 pairs of socks,  
17 snow pants,  

18 pairs of boots,  
21 pairs of waterproof gloves,  

5 coats,  
3 hats, 2 headbands, and 1 scarf.   

 

I recently received word from Shari Martinez, the secretary at Lyons, that everything we donated has been  
utilized!  Shari also shared that Lyons has received 23 students from the large influx of refugee children 
who have recently enrolled in the Lansing Schools. She said that these students came with barely anything 
and that they loved the snow pants and boots. She described the snow pants, boots, and gloves as “a huge 
hit”!  She also said that ALL of the socks have been given away. Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to this outreach endeavor and to our BELC Endowment Fund for its support. I will be in touch with Shari 
Martinez next school year to see what their needs may be for next winter, so look for information in the 
Fall if you would like to make a donation! 
 

Thank you,  
Cindy Marsh 
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Dear Bethlehem Family: 
 

Hopefully, by now you have heard the awesome news that we’re moving closer to getting “back to normal”. 
Our BELC Congregation Council made the decisions on 3/17 to: 

•   lift the mask mandate for the building 
• allow singing with masks on 
• allow live singers and musicians – (singers will be masked) 
• continuous communion 

I was in attendance on 3/20 and let me tell you, when I walked up to the front of the sanctuary and received the 
bread from Pastor Matt and the wine from Pastor John and was allowed to kneel and pray at the rail, I was 
overcome with emotion. This took me totally by surprise. For those that know me well, you know that I am not 
a crier. I’m relatively even keeled and try to show strength when possible…this I learned from my sweet  
Latvian Daddy. Little did I know that the two years of Covid lock downs and rules and changing information 
had slowly hardened my heart and soul. This past Sunday melted the ice that had built up around me. I didn’t 
realize how isolated I had become.  
 

I pray that these changes are ones that will allow all of you to come back and feel the warmth and love, the 
contact and hugs and our fellowship time with friends and family. These things have always been a part of 
Bethlehem. These things existed during our time away from each other. However, moving out of the virtual 
world and back into the “real” world is something for which I am eternally grateful.  
 

There still is the caveat that things may have to change if Covid cases rise and rest assured that the Council and 
the Board of Buildings and Grounds are constantly checking on the status. But, for now we have the  
opportunity to be together again, for those who choose. For those who want to remain home, our Live  
Streaming project is up and running and we’re working through training the dedicated team of volunteers who 
will bring our live worship services to our members and the World.  
 

I can’t wait to see you soon. 
 

Peace. 
Laurey 

 

Dear Bethlehem Family, 
 

We wish to gratefully thank everyone 
for all your beautiful cards, hugs, prayers, and 
wonderful thoughts for the sudden loss of our 
dear brother Chuck White.  
 

Sincerely, 
Mary Bartel, Mel White, and Sister Susan 
White 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift of $365.00 to 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 
 

Because of your support, we can continue to 
provide much needed help to refugee and  
migrant families. By helping LIRS welcome the 
stranger, you are sending a powerful message of 
hope conquering fear. 
 

Thank you so much for your gift! 
Together in Faith, 
Krish O’Mara Vignarajah 
President and CEO 

Dear Bethlehem, 
 

Greater Lansing Food Bank would like to  
present you with a certificate of appreciation to 
acknowledge your generosity in 2021. The  
9,000 meals you provided were essential to our 
ability to feed every neighbor who reached out 
to us for food assistance. GLFB provided a  
record 9.6 million meals in 2021 to neighbors 
across mid-Michigan. An 18% increase over the 
previous year. On behalf of our team at GLFB, 
and those we serve, thank you for your generous 
and continued support of our mission to end 
hunger. 
 

With Gratitude, 
Michelle Lantz 
Greater Lansing Food bank, CEO 
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