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As I began to write this front page for this month’s Star, The question that I was asking my self is, “What signs of revitalization
might we already be seeing? I have already seen our praying together as a sign of revitalization. Praying Fervently is one of the
Marks of Discipleship, and I see us doing that more and more with our Prayer Warriors and our Prayer Guardians praying for
revitalization. And now, worship attendance has picked up a bit (and please consider joining us in person if you are able). Since
Worshipping Faithfully is also one of the Marks of Discipleship, we can see this as a sign of revitalization. Wanting to have some
metrics, someway to measure revitalization, I think the primary way will be seeing improvement in the quantity of people living the
Marks of Discipleship and a shift in the quality in the way in which people are living the Marks in their own lives of discipleship.
And because,
“God is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20),
there will certainly be other signs of revitalization we haven’t even thought of. And, though revitalization does not necessarily mean
a return to doing things the way we have always done them, I can’t help but see everything that is going to be happening in the
coming weeks as a sign of revitalization!
Charge
November 4-6, 7 of our 9 Confirmation students will be headed to the Great Wolf Lodge in Traverse City, along with me, Michelle
Smith, and Ralph Sergent, for our Charge Gathering for Youth Grades 6-12. Please pray for Kylee, Faith, Zellah, Abigail, David,
Adreanna, and Annabel along with their leaders. I will be returning on Saturday so that I can lead our All Saints’ Remembrance on
Sunday.
All Saints'
On Sunday, November 6, we will remember 12 of our members who have died in the twelve months since last All Saints’ Day.
Families of members will light candles floating in the baptismal font in remembrance as we ring a chime. This is a prayerful time of
giving thanks to God for the lives of the saints who have gone before us.
Thankoffering
For the women of Bethlehem, November 13 is Thankoffering Sunday. In worship we will gather thankofferings that the women
have saved throughout the year. Sine 1988, the Women of the ELCA has received Thankofferings to support the vibrant ministries
of the churchwide women’s organization. This offering is but one sign of our full participation in the mission of Christ’s Church.
Special Congregational Meeting
Also on November 13, following worship at 10:00 a.m., we will have a Special Meeting of the Congregation to prayerfully discuss
proposed changes to how our Food Pantry will continue to meet the hunger needs of families in our community. We will also discuss the future of our Mission Home and this ministry to refugees. A letter regarding this meeting with more detail has been mailed
to members of Bethlehem inviting them to be part of out discernment.
Stewardship
Our stewardship program this fall, Stewards Living with Purpose, began on October 23. It will end Sunday, November 20, when we
will celebrate Christ the King, with our Commitment Sunday. On this day members, after prayerfully considering how they can
support Christ’s mission through Bethlehem in 2023, will present Commitment Forms at the altar stating how they will steward the
Time, Talents, and Treasure that God has given them.
New Members
Also on November 20 we will be receiving two New Members into our fellowship, Eliot Nutt and Dave Ware, who have completed
our Discovering Discipleship course. Eliot has already been serving on our Board of Buildings and Grounds and Dave is prayerfully
discerning how he will serve.
Thanksgiving Eve Pie Fest
Advent and a new church year begins on November 27. But, before that can happen, following our Thanksgiving Eve service at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday, November 23, we will once again enjoy fellowship and a PIE FEST, giving thanks to God for the many
blessings we have received throughout this year.
<>< Pastor Matt
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We are, and we look good for our age!
In September of 2024 we will be celebrating the 100th year anniversary
of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church. What a wonderful
milestone! And one that will certainly warrant a special event.
September of 2024 and the 100th Anniversary of BELC will be here
before we know it, and we want to be ready! Here is your first
assignment. Much of the history of the church is told in stories and in
pictures. So, for the next few months we are asking that you find those
special pictures that document the church's past. Whether it is a picture
of the first members or of last week, we want your photos.
Please bring or send COPIES of your photos to the church office
and ask them to be placed in the anniversary box. On your COPIED
photos please provide information about the who, what, when, where
and why if possible. Please only submit COPIES of your photos as we
are going to be unable to return them to you after the celebration. In
addition we are looking for your stories. A one page typed story to be
included on a storyboard would be a wonderful way to share a memory
you have about the church for all to see. These pages can be emailed to
bethlehemlansing@gmail.com with the subject line ANNIVERSARY
STORY, or brought to the church office. We hope to collect them from
now until January 2023.

So, bring in your pictures and email those memories!

Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church

God’s purpose for our church, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to share with all people God’s word, love and saving grace.
We will pursue this purpose by:
1. Being a Christ-centered, joyful community of baptized believers who gather regularly for worship, the Lord’s Supper, study and prayer.
2. Inviting, accepting, and supporting all people as we build attentive, respectful relationships.
3. Taking action and risks with bold faith, acknowledging our imperfection, while trusting in Christ.
4. Actively engaging in community outreach near and far.
5. Being faithful stewards of our time, talents, possessions and all of God’s creation.
Adopted January 29, 2017
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Moment in Mission, October 9, 2022
On Sunday, September 25, Pastor Matt’s sermon was titled, “Dear Timothy”. Near the end of his sermon, he spoke to
us saying, “Dear Bethlehem,” as if the letter to Timothy was being directed at us. It struck me how he transitioned the
scripture of the day to us, and our church and it was powerful to me. So in this ‘Moment in Mission,’ my message is
“Dear Bethlehem”. I want to speak to hope, patience, and unity as we move to a new chapter in the life of this place
we love.
Some might say we are at a crossroads in the life of Bethlehem, and I think that can be said for virtually every church
regardless of who, or where they are. There are concerns that have been brought to us regarding pastoral care and the
ever popular, state of our finances. Your voices, feelings and desires are important to the survival of Bethlehem and by
making your concerns known shows that you care deeply about the ministry here at Bethlehem. Talking amongst
ourselves and not sharing our thoughts and concerns does not allow leadership to address these and other issues. We
cannot fix what we do not know is broken as the old saying goes. While certain issues are obvious to some, it may not
be so obvious to those of us in leadership who can help make a difference by addressing those concerns.
Leadership is not easy for a pastor or for lay leaders. To lead means to have the courage to speak to the issues of the
day and not sit back and hope everything works out. That is not a good plan in life, or for the life of a church. Every
member has their own thoughts and feelings about how things should be done. A pastor has their vision for what the
mission of their congregation should be, and those two dynamics may not always align. That doesn’t mean that one or
the other is right or wrong. It just means that they are different, and we need to find the path together that gets us all
where we want Bethlehem to be. We all should want to provide solutions, not problems. If something is bothering us,
we shouldn’t let it linger so long that it reaches a point of exasperation. Being able to identify and speak directly to
issues we may have will allow us to work together to find resolution. After all, that is what all of us should want as an
outcome. My plan over the next year is to listen, imagine, and lead.
Those of you that know me well understand that I refuse to use the term Covid in the same sentence when I am talking
about Bethlehem. I realize it is still with us and we will continue to monitor and make the right decisions for our
church going forward. However, it cannot be an excuse and keep us from doing the work that we are called to do here.
The issues that we have now we had pre-Covid, and the past two plus years just exacerbated them. Frustration and
anxiety grew because we were separated, not able to worship together, or perform our outreach missions that mean so
much to us. We missed the fellowship of seeing each other on Sunday and could only meet by seeing each other on our
computer screens. Please know that we will continue to look at everything we can to put Bethlehem back to the place
we recognize and need. I am not sure that we will ever be the same as we were and that is ok. We have an opportunity
to be better if we are open-minded and willing to work together for the good of Bethlehem. Staying stuck in the past
will not lead us to the future. We cannot have the mindset of “that is not the way we have always done it”. For those of
you watching via our live-stream worship who have not come back to church on a regular basis please do if you are
able. We all need to come back to the church for worship. It is difficult to serve when we are not in the building. If we
don’t attend regularly in person, we are less likely to stay connected to the church and give of ourselves in our time
and resources.
My thoughts today are about hope, patience, and unity. The reality is that no one is perfect, and Monday Morning
Quarterbacking is easy to do. My hope is that we can do a better job of communicating what is going on with church
leadership as well as understanding the concerns of the congregation and addressing them. To that end, we are in the
process of creating a Listening Team Committee that will allow members to meet with us and tell us what is of
concern to them, as well as what is positive at Bethlehem.
(continued on page 4)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Contributions
Income includes all monies given for budgeted items such as heat, power, water, salaries, repairs,
maintenance, ELCA Mission Support, support for Samaritas, local benevolence and board spending as of
September 30, 2022.

General Fund Operational:
Expenses through September 30, 2022:
$262,507.29
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Received through September 30, 2022:
$237,330.38
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Prayer Corner
Please Note: Hospitals do not notify churches when a member has been hospitalized; even if
you inform them at registration of your church membership. If you would like a visit from the
pastor, please call the church office at 482-3225 or call Pastor Matt directly at 517-881-9890.
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS and with your cards and visits:
Shelby Waters in The Willows at Okemos
John Nelson in Grandhaven Living Center-Senior Care in Lansing
Rhoda Hunter in Prestige Way in Holt
Pat Lebsack in The Willows, East Lansing
Those at home: John Bartel, Virginia Bauman, Tosha Brisbo,
Crystal Collins, Doug Griffin, Emma Hicks, Marilyn Bass-Huyser
Nancy Jackson, Michael Mahoney, Linda McClellan, Yvonne Nelson
Tharin Palmer, Carol Roush, Connie Scott, Audrey Skidmore
Betty VanConant, Cheryl VanPatten, and Matthew White
If you know of a member you would like us to include on this list or remove
from this list, please call the church office.
MISSION PARTNERS Pray for the people and ministry at Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. Pray for the Baker Neighborhood Partners and
Community Police Officer and other first responders.

Pastoral Acts:
Internment:
June L. Cheeney
Funeral:
Bettie L. Wall
Carole Kienke

October 5, 2022
October 11, 2022
October 27, 2022

PRAY for those who are on active duty in the United States Military Services:
Chris Browne – U.S. Air Force
Tyler Barnes – U.S. Marines
Darian Doan – U.S. Army
Andrew Devine – U.S. Nat’l Guard
Carson Kosloski – U.S. Marines
Joshua Kosloski – U.S. Army

Rusty Landry – U.S. Air Nat’l Guard
Christopher Morgan – U.S. Marines
Ben Painter – U.S. Air Force
Ryan Schiffner – U.S. Air Force

(continued from page 3)

It’s important that you know leadership is aware of and responding to your concerns. There will be more information
coming soon as this is a time sensitive initiative, and we hope that it will be responded to in a positive manner. A
discussion I had with a long-time member recently told me this: (and I quote) “I need to remember and all of us need to
understand that we are part of a Shared Ministry at Bethlehem”. That person is so wise and totally correct. To that I say
this ministry is not just Pastor Matt’s ministry, and I don’t think he wants it to be. Pastor Matt is asking us to be a part of
revitalizing Bethlehem and revitalization is upon us; we all should want to be a part of that. Opportunity underlines the
mission of the church. Opportunity to wonder if God is inviting us into something new even if we do not yet know what
that is.
These next three thoughts are what I believe: Fear and panic is not an option. We are stronger when we are together.
Change is not easy, and it is not always fun.
Pastor John’s sermon on October 2 titled, “Unquenchable Hope/Steadfast Faith,” was an “aha” moment for me. It reminded me that we cannot lose our faith amid all the noise and chaos of the world. I needed and continue to need that
message more than anyone because I get distracted sometimes and lose sight of how important my faith is in my personal life. For some reason, I can stay focused on that message in my service to Bethlehem and that is why I wanted to
speak today. It is a mystery to me how I can lose my personal faith while never wavering in my faith for Bethlehem, but
I know it is because of all of you and that I am supposed to share these thoughts with you so we can move forward and
be Bethlehem, whatever that looks like, going forward.
Our Praise Team shared a song with us on September 25 titled, “Help Is On The Way”. It’s message and their gift to
Deliver. It was significant because help is always on the way if we listen. God is with us today and has been with
Bethlehem for nearly a hundred years. We are a church family that is woven into the fabric of all our families and
everyday life. It is worth fighting for and overcoming any issues we may have. The help on the way is us staying faithful and listening to what God would have us do. I think Bethlehem is in a better place than maybe some of you do. I do
not think we are in dire straits and in danger of not continuing into the next hundred years. If you disagree with me, that
is what we can discover in the Listening Team initiative, and I am always available to talk if you would like. Of course,
there are challenges for us to overcome and we will overcome them if we are united, together as one.

(continued on page 8)
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Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church Women
Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

All women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church are members
of the Women of the ELCA and are invited and encouraged
to participate in all activities listed in the newsletters,
bulletins, flyers or on the bulletin boards.

NEWS FROM YOUR BELCW BOARD
Your women's board met October 3 via Zoom. Our main topic of discussions were the success of the
Rummage Sale, how to use the money and Blanket Sunday.
The Rummage Sale took in $1900. We couldn't have done it without all of your help! Everything went smoothly. A
Big Shout Out of Thanks to the Holderread Family for setting up all the tables and taking them down. We voted as a
board to pay our benevolence items (listed in the budget), which we hadn't done for the past two years. We will still have
monies leftover to donate at the end of the year.

Blanket Sunday (Oct. 9) was beautiful as usual. The wonderful feeling we all get knowing these precious blankets
will go to people in need and the kits will be put to good use helping people. The quilts and kits were packed up after
church and at the following Quilting Wednesday, and all were delivered to Howell on Saturday, October 15. We sent 125
quilts, 12 fabric kits, 18 Personal Care kits, 2 Baby kit, 27 School kits.
The Thankoffering service will be November 13. Please bring your offerings you have been saving to church. You
can bring them in the containers you use or write a check, made payable to BELCW. Or you can mail your donation
check to Peggy Teter, 6044 W. Beard Rd, Perry 48872.
Save the Date – December 5, 6:30pm, Everyone is invited, we are excited to announce our James
Shippers will be entertaining us with Christmas music and a sing-a-long. Please plan to join us, bring a friend. Watch for
more information.
We will be electing new officers at our December General Meeting – Dec. 5th. We are looking for a Vice President
and Mission Growth. Please prayerfully consider serving. We have an excellent board and we all support each other.
Vice-President - The Vice President is a one year term (second year to serve as President). As the Vice
President you will welcome new members, attend monthly board meetings and observe and learn from the President.
Ready to step in if needed. The second year you will serve as President.
Mission Growth - encourage subscription to the Gather Magazine, order subscriptions of Gather for new
members to Circles. Organize programs for the general meetings, especially the December General Meeting with support
of the Board.
One of our dedicated Board members went to be with our Heavenly Father this past week. Carole Lee Kienke was a
dedicated Treasurer for the BELCW, with many, many years of service. Carole was a wonderful and kind person and a
reliable board member. She leaves a big hole to fill. She will truly be missed by all who knew and loved her.
“She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of snow for her household,
for all her household are clothed in scarlet.” ~ Proverbs 31:20-21

THANKOFFERING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
On Sunday, November 13, we will gather our Thankofferings during worship. You may bring them in the
container you have been using, write a check to BELCW or give a cash donation. You may also mail a check
to Peggy Teter, 6044 W Beard Rd, Perry 48872, please designate Thankoffering.
The Women of the ELCA Thankofferings support the total outreach of the organization. The founders of
Women of the ELCA decided back in 1988 that Thankofferings are to support the ongoing ministries of the
churchwide women’s organization. Our founders would be amazed to see what that covers these days!
Our ongoing ministries include our many online and printed communications channels (including the website), our justice and advocacy work, training and development for elected leaders throughout the women’s
organization, our constant work in support of congregational and synodical women’s organizations, the
administration of our grants and scholarship programs, all that goes into our triennial convention (the business
meeting, that is), and so much more.
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Here, you will find a list of the scripture readings that are part of the Daily Lectionary
which move us from one Sunday to the next. You can also find these readings on our
“Taking Faith Home” sheets we distribute after worship. They are also posted daily on our
Facebook page. We encourage you to read your Bible every day as you live out your life of
discipleship.
<>< Pastor Matt

08 2 Thess. 2:1-17

16 Acts 10:34-43

24 Matthew 25:34-40

01 2 Thess. 1:1-12

09 Colossians 3:1-11

17 Psalm 33:1-9

25 Isaiah 61:1-7

02 Exodus 34:1-9

10 John 11:17-27

18 Hebrews 3:1-6

26 Psalm 46

03 Psalm 86:8-17

11 1 Corinth. 15:20-22

19 Psalm 98

27 Matthew 24:36-44

04 2 Corinth. 1:3-7

12 Psalm 17:1-9

20 Luke 23:33-43

28 Isaiah 2:1-5

05 Psalm 32:1-7

13 Luke 21:5-19

21 Jeremiah 23:1-6

29 Romans 13:11-14

06 Luke 20:27-38

14 Malachi 4;1-2

22 Colossians 1:11-20

30 Isaiah 55:10-13

07 Job 19:23-27

15 2 Thess. 3:6-13

23 Psalm 68:1-10

Jutta Berry
Marilyn Clark
Carol Roush
Gary Danbrook
Norma MacKenzie
Marilyn Bass-Huyser
Jeff Kosloski
Connie Meeker
Cheryl Shreffler
Eleanor Finn
William Puffenberger
Susan Mahoney
Jeffrey Pullum
Victoria Leighton
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Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 25
Nov. 29

Each year our birthday list

of members 62 and over is
updated from the church
records. If for some reason
you do not wish to have your
name
appear
in
the
newsletter or if you see
someone we have missed,
please call the church office.
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Lyons Elementary School Needs Our Help!
Winter weather will be approaching sooner than we like, and Lyons Elementary School needs
our support again this year to help keep the children warm and dry and able to enjoy winter on
the playground. Last year members of Bethlehem donated winter outerwear including coats,
boots, snow pants, waterproof gloves, and socks to Lyons Elementary (kindergarten through
third grade), where many of our local children attend school. The Board of Outreach and the
Endowment Fund Committee partnered with me to make this new form of outreach come to
life, and we are ready to continue this ministry!
Shari Martinez, secretary of Lyons Elementary, told me recently that they could definitely use
help from Bethlehem again this year! She sent me a list of what they need. It is:
• Underwear for both boys and girls, size 4t up through sizes 12 and 15.
• Waterproof gloves or mittens. Preferably not pink or purple.
• Boots, size 13 and sizes 1, 2, and 3. Preferably not pink or purple.
• Snow pants, sizes 5-12. Preferably not pink or purple.
Waterproof is the key for the gloves – cloth ones will be soaked after one recess period, take
too long to dry, and don’t keep kids’ hands warm enough. Underwear and gloves/mittens need
to be new. While new is best for the boots and snow pants, gently used will be fine for those
items if they are clean and in good shape. Tubs will be placed in the gym for collecting these
items. Another organization is collecting socks and coats for the school, so we are not doing
socks or coats this year.
During my 32 years teaching elementary school I saw the need for schools to regularly give
clean underwear to children in younger grades who had bathroom accidents. I also saw many
children shiver through winter and have to stay on the blacktop rather than join their friends on
the snowy playground because they were not properly dressed. Winter clothing is expensive,
and for families struggling just to pay for rent and food, boots and snow pants get put on the
back burner. So, we have a great opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of our local
children!
Be on the lookout for donation tubs in the gym sometime during October, along with an
update in next month’s newsletter. We hope you will consider supporting this project!
~ Cindy Marsh

Big thank you from the BGs! (Buildings and Grounds)
The October 15th outdoor cleanup was successful thanks to a hardy group of eleven members who worked
through some chilly weather to cut, trim and rake the grounds. Thank you to Mary Bartel, David Westover,
Eliot Nutt, Matt and Cindy Marsh, Don Telles, Jim Whitman, Justin Prowdley, Dale Meyers, Sandy
Westover, and Chuck Gaus (I sure hope I didn’t miss anyone). As my dad always told me “Keep your hair
cut (bushes) and your shoes (parking lot) shined. Now we don’t look like we are closed. Thank you!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Hello All,
The Outreach Board is gearing up for its busy season which begins now
and runs to December 17. Starting Sunday, October 23, the food bags will
be available for Thanksgiving donations at the top of the stairs.
If you take a bag please sign out on the sheet, letting us know what size
donation you will be getting and if you are buying more than one. You can
return them to a designated table in the gym at any time until Sunday the
6th. Please check your name off the list when you return them. This allows
for proper ordering of the remaining food items not donated.

by Sun. Nov. 6

1 bag holds 2 donations, they’re large. Please keep in mind that many people have asked to purchase, so if everyone
who is getting multiple orders puts 2 into one bag, there will be bags enough for everyone. We of course will always take
financial donations to cover the costs of all the perishable items. The price of turkeys is skyrocketing this year
unfortunately. Please note “food baskets” on your check or online donation so the money will be directed to that account.
Thank you for your giving spirit as we enter this holiday season,
The Board of Outreach

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PIE RECIPE YOU’D LOVE TO SHARE
OR DO YOU LOVE TO EAT PIE?
Please join us for Pie Fest following the Thanksgiving Eve service on November 23rd.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the gym
for those who would like to share their favorite pie with everyone.

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS
Orders for RED Poinsettias to be used for
Bethlehem's CHRISTMAS WORSHIP service will be taken until November 30th.
The plants will be $12.50 each. Sign up sheets will be available at the table in the Narthex. Payment may also be mailed
to Kris Burow (13155 Starwood Lane, Dewitt, MI 48820.) Add a note for the honorarium you would like listed in the
worship bulletin. Orders may also be submitted to the church office.

Plants may be taken home after the latest Christmas Eve Service.
(continued from page 4)

I pray that we can all come together to communicate and believe it. Bethlehem has given us much and now we must give
of ourselves. I leave you with the following scriptures of hope, patience, and unity to contemplate:
Romans 15:13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.
2 Corinthians 3:12
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold.
Colossians 3:12
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.
1 Peter 3:8
Finally, all of you, have unity in mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.
2 Corinthians 13:11
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you.
Jim Whitman, Congregation President
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